Valepotriates isolation
The freeze-dried whole plant material (50 g) was extracted with dichloromethane in an ultrasonic bath (10 x 30 min). The extract was evaporated to dryness yielding 4 g. After preparative TLC (20x20 plates coated with 0.5 mm layers of silica gel GF 254 ; bands detected in UV light 254 nm) with dichloromethane:methanol (50:0.5) as eluent, we obtained the dienic valepotriates valtrate, acevaltrate, and 1--acevaltrate (Fig. 1A) . The compound analysis was made on the basis of their ultraviolet absorption spectra and the retention times which were 34.8 min (valtrate), 18.1 min (acevaltrate), and 10.5 min (1--acevaltrate). The products were identified by 1 H and 13 C NMR, recorded at 400 and 100
MHz, respectively. The purity of the compounds was determined by HPLC analysis.
